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A Letter
from the
Rector
BY DAVID P. JONES
SAVE THE DATE!

BLESSINGS BOX

WEDNESDAYS!

THE GOOD NEWS
Excuse me,
but is that
bush on fire?
DAVID P JONES

The Welsh poet R.S.
Thomas wrote the
following wise words in
his poem, The Bright
Field.
Life is not hurrying on
to a receding future, nor
hankering after an
imagined past. It is
turning aside like Moses
to the miracle of the lit
bush, to a brightness that
seemed as transitory as
your youth once, but is the
eternity that awaits you.
If we are not careful, it can feel like we are living a cluttered life, bombarded by stimuli
from without and kept off balance by an unfocused “monkey mind” from within. Our society is
shifting so rapidly and the situations of our individual lives are
constantly in flux - mind, body and soul. Our hearts feel restless as
“Life is not hurrying on to a
a result. What I observe when this kind of dis-ease settles upon us,
as individuals or as a group, is that we tend to become afraid and receding future… It is turning
aside like Moses to the
long for the solace of a simpler way. The natural response to fear,
real or imagined, programmed into our brains and hearts, is either
miracle of the lit bush…”
fight or flight or freeze.
If I am afraid I am losing something essential (even if I’m
not) I am going to fight with you to protect and maintain that thing
so that I can return to a more comfortable, balanced and simpler time - back to “an imagined
past”. Nostalgia. Or to deal with my discomfort, I can take flight into an imaginary better
tomorrow, “hurrying on to a receding future”. Fantasy. The third natural response to threat and
fear is to freeze, to lie still, to do nothing. Apathy.
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Our parish has been going through some difficult months,
and some would say years. There are some justifiable fears at
work amongst us. The just completed Congregational Assessment
Tool (CAT), which a majority of parish members participated in,
reveals some significant challenges to be addressed: low energy,
low satisfaction and deep concern about a high level of internal
conflict and mistrust of the parish’s leadership. The vestry will
soon be reporting to the congregation the results of the CAT
assessment in greater detail.
Just as with the natural responses to any danger, threat or
fear, St. Ignatius has before it the options of reacting to this
sensed turmoil and anxiety by fighting, fleeing or freezing. Over
the months I have been with you I have seen clear examples of
each of these three responses playing out. My guess is that if
these continue to be our choices much longer, there is very little
chance of experiencing a vital future of growth and enhanced
outreach, for which we all long. St. Ignatius has much internal
repair and recovery work to perform - in our relationships as well
as in our corporate faith, before any membership growth or
impactful outreach is going to be possible. This doesn’t sound like
good news.
But for Christians, there is always Good News. In addition
to the fight, flight or freeze responses, there is a fourth way, and
St. Ignatius Church has a wonderful chance to choose that way to
respond to the fear and uncertainty that has gripped the parish
from time to time in its life. The fourth way is embedded in
Thomas’ poem. “Life...is turning aside, like Moses, to the miracle
of the lit bush...”
Will the members of St. Ignatius turn aside from the
nostalgia that would pull us backwards, from the fantasy that
would push us recklessly forward and from the apathy that will
continue to paralyze our spiritual vitality until hope drains away? I
honestly don’t know. But what I do know is that there is a bush on
fire, right in our midst, right now, and if each member of the parish
decides to do the hard work, lay aside the distractions and the
well meaning agendas and to turn aside and take a hard look, we
will see the lit bush together and there will be a brightness that will
only increase amongst us and from us. How would that be for
Good News?

Meet Your
Vestry

Interfaith Fellowship
Meet Your Muslim Neighbor

On Saturday, April 14, St.
Ignatius and Ahmadiyya Muslim
Community of Zion held an
interfaith outreach event. Almost
thirty people from the two
congregations (and at least one
community member not
associated with either
community) gathered on a cold
and rainy afternoon to learn about
Islam.
Abu, a leader in the
Ahmadiyya community, spoke
about the tenets of Islam and the
beliefs of his community. We
asked questions and had a chance
for conversation after his
presentation.
The women,
especially, enjoyed sharing stories
of marriage, diversity, faith, and
the challenges of bringing small
children to worship.
Our St.
Ignatius parishioners learned
some new things and made some
new friends. Our new friends
have invited us to break the fast
of Ramadan with them during the
months of May or June and to
other interfaith service
opportunities.
Stay tuned for
more details!

MEET CAROL HAWKINS

I was born and raised in a
small village in the interior of
the island of Jamaica.
My
family are long standing
Anglicans and therefore I was
r a i s e d a n d c o n fi r m e d
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Anglican. Back then I served as a youth reader and also as secretary for our parishes Anglican
Youth Fellowship (AYF). After graduating St. Catherine High School – Class of 1980, I relocated
to Chicago/Evanston to live with my grandmother and aunt. I was 16 years old at the time and
therefore did a senior year at Evanston Township High School – Class of 1981.
My family often joins worship service at our church when we are on the island. A few
years ago St. Ignatius sent communication hosts to St. Thomas Ye Vale, to which I am very
grateful for the opportunity to be part of international outreach. I also maintain a constant
relationship with my high school and contribute regularly to the athletic programs.
I relocated from the Houston area to Antioch in June 2005 with my 2 boys. After settling in the
first year I sought out a church to get my boys back in the routine of attending church. I
started worshipping at St. Ignatius some time late 2006 to early 2007. This is my second time
serving on the Vestry. I was a member of the Tri-Parish health ministry for several years.
Outreach is the area I most enjoy. I was attracted to St. Ignatius by all the outreach
ministry opportunities we are involved in. I love that with all the challenges we face as a church
family we still hold our principle of helping our community at large a priority

Donations Needed!
God’s Will Resale Shop is now looking for non-perishable food
items, as well as bath and body aides, for the new Blessings Box.
What is a Blessings Box? It is a cabinet located inside God’s Will
Resale Shop, that hold items donated - that people can take for free.
If anyone needs a little help, we have a little help. It is often said
that “it takes a village”. We are that “village”. Donations of food
items and other items can be dropped off in God’s Will during hours
of operation, or on Sunday mornings in the fellowship hall of St.
Ignatius. Questions? Want to volunteer in God’s Will? Call
224-365-4884.

Pick Up Volunteers Needed!
God’s Will Resale has been so blessed by the community, that we
have too many pickups… and not enough help to go get them! If
you have any available time on a Saturday morning, please contact
the church office, or reach out to Bonnie Adriansen. If you are
available another day or time, let us know that too! Help God’s Will continue in their mission by helping drive,
pick-up, un-load, organize, or all. Contact the office at 847-395-0652 or call the shop directly at 224-365-4884.

Pence Cans!
Help support the parish by filling a Pence Can! Pence Can due dates are 3/25/18,
6/24/18, 9/30/18, and 12/20/18. Don't have a Pence Can? Call church office at
847-395-0652 and get on the list! Pence Cans can be turned in during Mass at the time
of the offering, or they can be turned in to the church office.
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Save the Date! Fall Feast 2018
Mark your calendars! Fall Fest has become Fall FEAST! Saturday September
29th, 2018 - join us for delicious Fish Boil, BBQ Chicken & Ribs (from
Fitzgerald’s!) along with basket raffles, 50/50, and all the fun and fellowship that
goes along with this annual event! Want to help out? See Kathy Kraak and let her
know how you wish to help. We will be looking for people to help plan, set up,
tear down, sell tickets, gather basket items, clean, and work the event. Lots of
room for EVERYONE to help with this awesome annual event!

Wednesdays in May
David will be leading a conversation each Wednesday following the 12 noon
Eucharist on the Five Lesser Sacraments of the Church. If you don’t know
what they are, perhaps you should come for these conversations. All are
welcome to any of the gatherings. Bring a brown bag lunch if you wish. We
conclude shortly after 1 pm. These sessions begins on Wednesday May 2nd,
and continue through May 30.

Vestry
Changes
Over the past few weeks the St.
Ignatius vestry has undergone some significant changes in
make up. This is primarily due to the challenges surrounding
the conflict that has been going on within the parish and vestry
about differences of opinion on where the parish should be
headed and how to get there. The resulting mistrust and hard
feelings have caused three resignations from the vestry since
March. Erica Schwarz, Michael Mullen and Walter Smith have
all stepped down. In speaking to each of them I understand
and respect their individual decisions, and each of their
decisions makes me very sad. For now, the vestry has
determined to function with seven members. Last Sunday, the vestry elected Bill McElligott to serve
out the term of Walter Smith as one of our wardens and has confirmed Katie Foster as she continues
in the warden role. This is a challenging and potentially exciting time for the leadership group of St.
Ignatius. I ask you to hold the group in your prayers and to trust their leadership in the coming days.
There is much work to do and some honest conversations to be had as we seek to discern what the
Holy Spirit is up to and how we are to be faithful to the Spirit’s leadings. As always, if you have any
questions, please bring them to me or to one of the Wardens so that we are able to respond. ~David,
Katie and Bill
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Mark Your Calendars! May 2018
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY
1

THURSDAY

2

FRIDAY
3

SATURDAY
4

9am-5pm
GWRS OPEN

4:30pm 7:30pm
9am-5pm
CWM- 10am at GWRS OPEN
St. Stephen
6

7

8

7:30 am Holy
Eucharist
9:00 am:
Formation Hour
10:00 am Holy
Eucharist

9am - 5pm
GWRS OPEN
12pm Holy
Eucharist

13
MOTHER’S DAY
7:30 am Holy
Eucharist
9:00 am:
Formation Hour
10:00 am Holy
Eucharist

20

14

15

Knitters &
Crocheters:
1pm - 3pm at
UMC

21

7:30 am Holy
Eucharist
9:00 am:
Formation Hour
10:00 am Holy
Eucharist

16

22

Memorial Day!
Office is
Closed

29
9am - 5pm
GWRS OPEN
12pm Holy
Eucharist

9am - 2pm
GWRS OPEN
HILLCREST
SCHOOL USING
PARKING LOT

19
ST. PATRICK’S
DAY
9am - 2pm
GWRS OPEN

4:30pm 7:30pm
9am-5pm
GWRS OPEN

9am-5pm
GWRS OPEN

12

18

24

30

9am-2 pm
GWRS OPEN
11

17

23

9am-12pm
GWRS Pickups

4:30pm 7:30pm
9am-5pm
GWRS OPEN

9am-5pm
GWRS OPEN

9am - 5pm
GWRS OPEN
12pm Holy
Eucharist

28

10
9am-5pm
GWRS OPEN

9am - 5pm
GWRS OPEN
12pm Holy
Eucharist

LAST DAY OF
FORMATION
7:30 am Holy
Eucharist
9:00 am:
Formation Hour
10:00 am Holy
Eucharist
11:00 am: Vestry
Meeting

27

9

5

25
4:30pm 7:30pm
9am-5pm
GWRS OPEN

26
9am-12pm
GWRS Pickups
9am-2 pm
GWRS OPEN

31
9am-5pm
GWRS Open
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Mark Your Calendars! June 2018
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY
1

9am-5pm
GWRS OPEN

2
9am-12pm
GWRS Pickups
9am-2 pm
GWRS OPEN

3

4

7:30 am Holy
Eucharist
10:00 am Holy
Eucharist

5
7:00
WISILL
Meeting

10
7:30 am Holy
Eucharist
10:00 am Holy
Eucharist

11

9am - 5pm
GWRS OPEN
12pm Holy
Eucharist

12

Knitters &
Crocheters:
1pm - 3pm at
UMC

17

18

7:30 am Holy
Eucharist
10:00 am Holy
Eucharist

13

19

14

20

26

9am - 2pm
GWRS OPEN

9am-5pm
GWRS OPEN

9am-5pm
GWRS OPEN

9

15

21

16
9am-2 pm
GWRS OPEN

22

23
9am - 2pm
GWRS OPEN

9am-5pm
GWRS OPEN

9am-12pm
GWRS Pickups

27
9am - 5pm
GWRS OPEN
12pm Holy
Eucharist

8
9am-5pm
GWRS OPEN

9am-5pm
GWRS OPEN

9am - 5pm
GWRS OPEN
12pm Holy
Eucharist

25

7
9am-5pm
GWRS OPEN

9am - 5pm
GWRS OPEN
12pm Holy
Eucharist

7:30 am Holy
Eucharist
10:00 am Holy
Eucharist
11:00 am Vestry
Meeting

24

6

28
9am-5pm
GWRS OPEN

29
9am-5pm
GWRS OPEN

30
9am - 2pm
GWRS OPEN
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This space is available
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St. Ignatius of Antioch
500 E. Depot Street
Antioch, IL 60002
847.395.0652
www.ignatiusantioch.com

OUR OUTREACH
PARTNERS
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